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but he could never fill this duty in a satisfactory manner. He had acted for some time
as a magistrate in that suburb of Baghdad which lies on the east bank (of the Tigris);
but he subsequently removed to Egypt. The fofcft Abu '1-Hasan Ali then chose for
deputy his own brother, Abu Abd Allah Muhammad, and placed under his jurisdic-
tion I the towns of] Damietfa, Tinnis, al-Farama and (the country of) al-Jifar. Abu
Abd Allah proceeded to those places and, having installed deputies in them, he
returned back. Soon after, in the year 367, al-Aziz set out for Syria, and Abu '1-
Hasan, who accompanied him, left his brother Abu Abd Allah to act as judge in his
place. Abu '1-Hasan was well versed in a number of sciences: besides his know-
ledge of the duties incumbent on a kddi and of the grave and dignified manner in
which they should be filled, he was well acquainted with jurisprudence, Arabic
philology, polite literature, poetry and the stories of the battle-days (of the ancient
Arabs). He was also a good poet and held a high rank in the art of verse. One of
his pieces is given by ath-Thailibi (vol. 11. p. 129) in the Yaitma tad-Dahr, and
runs as follows :

I have such a friend that poverty never attains me, once his eyes fall upon my wants. He
gives (me) wealth, satisfies (my wishes) and obliges me neither to kiss his hand or his foot. He
took charge of my interests when I neglected them, and minded my affairs when I heeded
them not.

Ath-Thaalibi gives also as his, the following piece in which the same idea is
expressed :

I have a friend, full of courtesy; friendship like his is a tille of honour. He shews me more
regard than need be shown, and feels obliged to do more than is necessary. If his good qua-
lities were appreciated at their full value, gold, compared with them, would be worthless.

The following verses are also given as his by Abu '1-Hasan al-Bakharzi (vol. IL
p. 323), in the Dumya tal-Kasr, and are also to be found in the biographical article
which Ibn Zulae has devoted to him (an-NvmAn) in the History of the kddis of Egypt;
they are perfectly well turned:

At Arafat (4) I made the acquaintance of a maid whose beauty stole from me (the merit of)
my good works. When I put on the pilgrim's dress, she forbade sleep to visit my eyes, and,
with her glances, she laid waste my reserved park (my heart). "When she hurried along (from
Arafdt) with the other pilgrims, tears hurried in emulation from my eyelids. She placed a
burning coal on my heart when she walked towards the spot where they cast the pebbles. This